Otoplasty: an update.
Otoplasty is a common cosmetic surgical procedure. Various techniques have been described through the years, many of these addressing only specific aspects of the deformity rather than overall correction of the multiple defects that often occur. To achieve optimal results, an understanding of the embryology of the external ear and an appreciation of the development of otoplasty techniques are useful. Current surgical concepts are emphasized and the authors' graduated approach to otoplasty is presented. Thirty-five cases over a four-year period are reviewed. All achieved a satisfactory cosmetic result; there were 5 complications, 3 being due to Mustarde suture pull-away. Two of these required revision, and revision was also required in another patient who developed a hypertrophic scar. The remaining complication was a minor suture granuloma.